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DEPT. OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS ADOPTS

TITLE 12 DCMR, D.C. CONSTRUCTION CODES SUPPLEMENT OF
2003; ADOPTS 2000 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CODE
COUNCIL (ICC) INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE; THE 2000
EDITION OF THE ICC INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE; THE
2000 EDITION OF THE ICC INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE;
THE 2000 EDITION OF THE ICC INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL
CODE; THE 2000 EDITION OF THE ICC INTERNATIONAL
PLUMBING CODE; THE 2000 EDITION OF THE ICC
INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE; THE 2000
EDITION OF THE ICC INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE; THE 2000
EDITION OF THE ICCINTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION
CODE; THE D.C. EXISTING BUILDINGS CODE SUPPLEMENT OF
2002; THE 1996 EDITION OF THE NFPA NATIONAL ELECTRICAL
CODE
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DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS

NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING

The Director of the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) pursuant to the
authority set forth in Section 10 of the Construction Codes Approval and Amendments Act of
1986 (Act), effective March 21, 1987 (D.C. Law 6-216; D.C. Official Code, sec. 6-1409)
(2001)), and Mayor’s Order 87-259, dated November 13, 1987, hereby gives notice of adoption
the District of Columbia Construction Codes of 2003, consisting of the 2000 edition of the
International Code Council (ICC) International Building Code, the 2000 edition of the ICC
International Residential Code, the 2000 edition of the ICC International Fuel Gas Code, the
2000 edition of the ICC International Mechanical Code, the 2000 edition of the ICC International
Plumbing Code, the 2000 edition of the ICC Internationai Property Maintenance Code, the 2000
edition of the ICC International Fire Code, the 2000 edition of the ICC International Energy
Conservation Code, the D.C. Existing Buildings Code Supplement of 2002, the 1996 edition of
the NFPA National Electrical Code, and a new Title 12 of the District of Columbia Municipal
Regulations (DCMR), the Construction Codes Supplement of 2003 including local variations to
the adopted codes.

Notice is hereby given of the repeal the District of Columbia Construction Codes adopted in
1999, including the 1996 editions of the BOCA National Building Code, International
Mechanical Code, BOCA National Fire Prevention Code, BOCA National Property Maintenance
Code, the NFPA National Electrical Code, and the 1995 editions of the International Plumbing
Code and the CABO One- and Two-Family Dwelling Code and the 1999 edition of Title 12
DCMR, the District of Columbia Construction Codes Supplement.

Pursuant to Section 10 of the Act, the Mayor submitted the District of Columbia Construction
Codes of 2003 to the Council of the District of Columbia for a 45-day period of review. PR15-
460, the Construction Codes Amendment Resolution of 2003, was introduced on October 3,
2003 and was approved on November 18, 2003 by the Committee on Consumer and Regulatory
Affairs.

No changes have been made to the text of the proposed rules as published with the Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking in the D.C. Register on August 8, 2003 at 50 DCR 6454, except where
typographical errors were found, editorial corrections and coordination of cross-references

between sections were necessary for clarity and for consistency with
BOCA’s format.

Final action to adopt these rules was taken by the Council of the District of Columbia December
2, 2003. These rules will be effective on the date of publication of this notice in the D.C.
Register.
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District of Columbia Building Code Supplement of 2003

DCMR 12A BUILDING CODE

CHAPTER 1A ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT (12A)
Section 101 A General
Section 102A Applicability
Section 103A Department Of Consumer And Regulatory Affairs
Section 104A Duties And Powers Of The Code Official
Section 105A Permits ‘
Section 106A Construction Documents
Section 110A Certificate Of Occupancy
Section 111A Service Utilities
Section 112A Appeals
Section 113A Violations And Infractions
Section 114A Stop Work Order...........coiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiieeeecceee e e eeaesees -79 -
Section 115A Unsafe Structures
Section 116A Emergency Measures
Section 117A Posting Structures
Section 118A Street Numbering And Addresses Of Structures,
Section 119A Administrative Plumbing Provisions
Section 120A Administrative Mechanical Provisions
Section 121A Administrative Electrical Provisions
Section 122A Amendments And Copies

Section 123 A Transitory Provisions

CHAPTER 2A DEFINITIONS
Section 202A Definitions

CHAPTER 3A USE AND OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION
Section 310A Residential Group R

CHAPTER 4A SPECIAL DETAILED REQ. BASED ON USE AND OCCUPANCY
Section 419A Group Homes For The Mentally Retarded
Section 420A Community Based Residential Facility
Section 421A Assisted Living Facility

CHAPTER 5A GENERAL BUILDING HEIGHTS AND AREAS
Section 503 A General Height And Area Limitations

CHAPTER 7A FIRE-RESISTANCE-RATED CONSTRUCTION
Section 704A Exterior Walls

Section 907A Fire Alarm And Detection Systems
Section 908 A Emergency Alarm Systems

Section 911A Fire Command Center

Section 912A Fire Department Connections

Section 913A Fire Pump

Section 914A Explosion Control

Section 915A Fire Department Access To Equipment
Section 916A Portable Fire Extinguishers

Section 917A Key Boxes
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District of Columbia Building Code Supplement of 2003

Section 918A Premises Identification
Section 919A Fire Apparatus Access Roads
CHAPTER 10A MEANS OF EGRESS .....cccooiioiiiiiiiiiiinicircceiene feeetrnnenteneraetebanaes
Section 1003 A General Means Of Egress
Section 1004 A Exit Access
Section 1005A Exits
CHAPTER 11A ACCESSIBILITY
Section 1101 A General
Section 1102A Definitions
Section 1103 A Scoping Requirements
Section 1104A Accessible Route
Section 1105A Accessible Entrances
Section 1106A Parking And Passenger Loading Facilities
Section 1107A Dwelling Units And Sleeping Units
Section 1108 A Special Occupancies
Section 1109A Other Features And Facilities
Section 1110A Signage
Section 1111A Telephones
Section 1112A Bus Stops And Terminals
Section 1113 A Fixed Transportation Facilities
Section 1114A Referenced Standard
CHAPTER 12A INTERIOR ENVIRONMENT
Section 1204A Lighting
CHAPTER 16A STRUCTURAL DESIGN
Section 1604A General Design Requirements
Section 1607A Live Loads
Section 1608 A Snow Loads
Section 1609A Wind Loads
CHAPTER 18A SOILS AND FOUNDATION
Section 1805A Footings And Foundations
CHAPTER 24A GLASS AND GLAZING
Section 2406A Safety Glazing
CHAPTER 30A ELEVATOR AND CONVEYING SYSTEMS
Section 3001 A General
CHAPTER 31A SPECIAL CONSTRUCTION
Section 3105A Awnings And Canopies
Section 3106A Marquees
Section 3107A Signs
Section 3110A Fences
CHAPTER 32A ENCROACHMENTS INTO THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY
Section 3201 A General
Section 3202A Encroachments
CHAPTER 33A SAFEGUARDS
Section 3301 A General
Section 3303 A Demolition
Section 3307A Protection Of Adjoining Property
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CHAPTER 34A EXISTING STRUCTURES
CHAPTER 35A REFERENCED STANDARDS
DCMR 12B RESIDENTIAL CODE
CHAPTER 3B BUILDING PLANNING
Section R-301 Design Criteria
Section R-303 Light, Ventilation & Heating
Section R-304 Minimum Room Areas
Section R-305 Ceiling Height
Section R-310 Emergency Escape And Rescue Openings
Section R-312 Landings
Section R-314 Stairways
Section R-315 Handrails
Section R-321 Dwelling Unit Separation
Section R-328 Swimmig Pools, Spas, And Hot Tubs
CHAPTER 5B FLOORS
Section R-502
CHAPTER 6B WALL CONSTRUCTION
Section R-602 Wood Wall Framing
CHAPTER 30B SANITARY DRAINAGE
Section R-3005 Drainage System
CHAPTER 31B VENTS
Section R-3111 Combination Waste And Vent System
CHAPTER 33B GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
Section R-3301 General
DCMR 12C ELECTRIC CODE
CHAPTER 1C DEFINITIONS
Article E-100 General
Article E-110 Requirements For Electrical Installations
CHAPTER 2C WIRING AND PROTECTION
Article E-210 Branch Circuits
Article E-225 Qutside Branch Circuits And Feeders
Article E-230 Services
Article E-240 Overcurrent Protection
CHAPTER 3C WIRING METHODS AND MATERIALS
Article E-300 Wiring Methods
Article E-310 Conductors For General Wiring
Article E-384 Switchboards And Panel Boards
CHAPTER 6C WALL CONSTRUCTION
Article E-680 Swimming Pools, Fountains And Sim. Installations
CHAPTER 7C SPECIAL CONDITIONS
Article E-700 Emergency Systems
Article E-760 Fire Alarm Systems
DCMR 12D FUEL GAS CODE
CHAPTER 3D GENERAL REGULATIONS
Section FG-304
Section FG-305 INSTALLATION
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District of Columbia Building Code Supplement of 2003

CHAPTER 5D CHIMNEY AND VENTS
Section FG-503 VENTING OF EQUIPMENT
CHAPTER 6D SPECIFIC APPLIANCES
Section FG-622 COOKING APPLIANCES
DCMR 12E MECHANICAL CODE
CHAPTER 4E VENTILATION
Section M-401 GENERAL
CHAPTER 5E EXHAUST SYSTEMS
Section M-506 Commercial Kitchen Grease Ducts And Exhaust Equipment
Section M-514 Laboratory Hoods
CHAPTER 8E CHIMNEYS AND VENTS
Section M-801 General
Section M-922 KEROSENE AND OIL-FIRED STOVES
CHAPTER 9E SPECIFIC APPLIANCES,
CHAPTER 10E BOILERS, WATER HEATERS
Section M-1004 Boilers
Section M-1012 Inspection Criteria
Section M-1013additional General & Specific Requirements
For Boilers, Water Heaters And Pressure Vessels
Section M-1014 Construction, Installation, And Operation Of
Boilers And Unfired Pressure
Section M-1015 Water Storage Tanks, Water Heaters, Hydro-Pneumatic Tanks
Section M-1016 Welding On Boilers And Unfired Pressure Vessels
Section M-1017 Existing Installations. Power Boilers
Section M-1018 Existing Installations - Heating Boilers
Section M-1019 Existing Installations - Miniature Boilers
Section M-1020 Existing Installations - Unfired Pressure Vessels
CHAPTER 11E REFRIGERATION
Section M-1105 Machinery Room, General Requirements
CHAPTER 15E REFERENCED STANDARDS
DCMR 12F PLUMBING CODE
CHAPTER 2F DEFINITIONS
Section P-202 General Definitions
CHAPTER 3F GENERAL REGULATIONS
Section P-301 General
Section P-305 Protection Of Pipes And Plumbing System Components
Section P-306 Trenching, Excavation And Backfill
CHAPTER 6F WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION
Section P-605 Materials, Joints And Connections
CHAPTER 7F SANITARY DRAINAGE
Section P-708 Cleanouts
CHAPTER 11F STORM DRAINAGE
Section P-1101 General
DCMR 12G PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE
CHAPTER 2G DEFINITIONS ;
Section Pm-201 General
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CHAPTER 3G GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
Section Pm-301 General
Section Pm-302 Exterior Property Areas
Section Pm-303 Exterior Structure
CHAPTER 5G PLUMBING FACILITIES
Section Pm-505 Water System
CHAPTER 6G MECHANICAL
Section Pm-602 Heating Facilities
Section Pm-608 Air Conditioning
Section Pm-702 Means Of Egress
CHAPTER 7G FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
Section Pm-704 Fire Protection Systems
Section Pm-705 General Precautions Against Fire
DCMR 12H FIRE CODE
CHAPTER 1H ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Section F-101 General
Section F-102 Applicability
Section F-103 The Fire Department
Section F-104 Approval
Section F-105 Authority
Section F-106 Duties And Powers Of The Code Official
Section F-107 Permits
Section F-108 Inspections
Section F-109 Authority At The Scene Of Fires And Other Emergencies
Section F-110 Unsafe Conditions
Section F-111 Emergency Measures
Section F-112 Violations
Section F-113 Means Of Appeals
Section F-114 Stop Work Order
CHAPTER 3H GENERAL PRECAUTIONS
Section F-307 Open Burning
Section F-308 Open Flames
Section F-314 Indoor Displays
CHAPTER 5H FIRE SERVICE FEATURES
Section F-503 Fire Apparatus Access Roads
Section F-505 Premises Identification
Section F-508 Fire Protection Water Supplies
Section F-508 Fire Command Center
CHAPTER 6H BUILDING SERVICES AND SYSTEMS
Section F-603 Fuel-Fired Appliances
Section F-604 Emergency And Standby Power Systems
Section F-606 Mechanical Refrigeration
Section F-607 Elevator Recall And Maintenance
Section F-608 Stationary Lead-Acid Battery Systems
Section F-609 Commercial Kitchen Hoods
CHAPTER 7H FIRE-RESISTANCE-RATED
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District of Columbia Building Code Supplement of 2003

Section F-704 Floor Openings And Shafts
CHAPTER 9H FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS
Section F-901 General
Section F-902 Definitions
Section F-903 Automatic Sprinkler Systems
Section F-904 Alternative Automatic Fire-Extinguishing Systems
Section F-905 Standpipe Systems
Section F-907 Fire Alarm Detection Systems
Section F-908 Emergency Alarm Systems
Section F-909 Smoke Control Systems
Section F-910 Smoke And Heat Vents
Section F-912 Fire Department Connections
Section F-913 Fire Pumps
CHAPTER 10H MEANS OF EGRESS
Section F-1011 Maintenance Of The Means Of Egress
Section F-1012 Emergency Escape Windows
Section F-1013 Stair Identification
CHAPTER 12H DRY CLEANING
Section F-1201 General
CHAPTER 14H FIRE SAFETY DURING CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION
Section F-1401 General
CHAPTER 15H FLAMMABLE FINISHES
Section F-1501 General
CHAPTER 22H SERVICE STATIONS AND REPAIR GARAGES
Section F-2201 General
CHAPTER 24H TENTS AND OTHER MEMBRANE STRUCTURES
Section F-2401 General
CHAPTER 25H TIRE REBUILDING AND
Section F-2501 General
CHAPTER 26H WELDING AND
Section F-2601 General
CHAPTER 33H EXPLOSIVES AND FIREWORKS
Section F-3309 Fireworks
CHAPTER 38H LIQUIFIED PETROLEUM GASES
Section F-3801 General
DCMR 12 1 ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE




